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Manna. In la7 it waa atimatd
(bat staee lrfic aealina; began upward
f 400,000 adult female aeala had Imen

Ml W at twa, and over 800,000 young aeala
bad. died of starvation aa the result. The
rnwltfBg bariHtrity of such a practice, aa
well aa the wasteful destruction which Jt
involves, needs no demonstration ami is
its own condemnation. Xlie Bering Sea
Tribunal, wnich sat in l'aria in 1803, and
wfaieh decided against the claims of the
United Mate to exclusive jurisdiction in
the waters of 1 Serine Sea and to a prop-
erty right in the fur seals when outside
tf the three-mil- e limit, determined iilso
upen certain regulations which the tribu-
nal eeuehlered sufficient for the proper
protection and preservation of the fur
seal in, or habitually resorting
Uerlng The tribunal by its regula-

tions established n close season, from the
1st. of May to the 31st of July, and ed

all killing in the waters within
sixty miles around the 1'iibllov islands.
They also provided that the regulations
wbieh they bad determined upon, with
a view to the protection and preserva-
tion of the seals, should be submitted
every live years to new examination, so ns
to enable both interested Governments
to consider whether, in the light of past
experience, there waa occasion for any
modification, thereof.

The regulations have proved plainly
inadequate to accomplish the object of
protection and preservation of the fur
seals, and for a long time this Govern-
ment has been trying in vain to secure
from Great Britain such revision and mo-

dification of the regulations as were con-

templated and provided for by the award
of the tribunal of l'aria.

The process of destruction has been
accelerated during recent years by the
appearnce of a number of Japanese ves-

sels engaged In pelagic sealing. As these
vessels have not been bound even by the
inadequate limitations proscribed by the
tribunal of Paris, they have paid no at-

tention either to the close season or to
the sixty-mi- le limit imposed upon the
Canadians, and lruvc prosecuted their
work up to the very islands themselves.
On July lGth and 17th the crews from
several Japanese vessels made raids upon
the island of St. Paul, and before they
were beaten oil by the very meager and
insufficiently armed guard, they succeed-
ed in killing several hundred seals and
carrying off the skins of most of them.
Nearly all the seals killed were females
and the work was done with frightful
barbarity. Many of the seals appear to
have been skinned alive and many were
found half skinned and still alive. The
raids were repelled only by the use of
firearms, and five of the raiders were kill-

ed, two were wounded, and twelve cap-

tured, including the two wounded. Those
captured have since been tried and sen-

tenced to imprisonment An attack of
this kind bad been wholly unlocked for,
but such provision of vessels, arms and
ammunition will now be made that it re-

petition will not bo found profitable.
Suitable representations regarding the

Incident have been made ,to too Govern-
ment of Japan, and we are assured that
all practicable measures will be taken
by that country to prevent any recur-
rence of the outrage. On our pnrr, the
guard on the inland will be increased and
better equipped and organized, and a hat-

ter revenue-cutt- er patrol service about
the islands will, be established ; next sea-

son n United States war vessel will also
be sent there.

We have not stopped our efforts to se-

cure an agreement with Great Britain
for adequate protection of the seal herd,
and negotiations with Japan for the same
purpose are in progress.

' The laws for the protection of the
seals within the Jurisdiction of the Unit-

ed States need revision and amendment.
Only the Wands of St Paul and St.
George are now, in terms, included In the
Government reservation, and the other
islands are also to be included. The
Jondlng of aliens as well as citizens upon
the Islands, without a permit from the
Department of Commerce and Labor, for
any purpose except in case of stress of
weather or for water, should be prohibit-
ed under adequate' penalties. The ap-

proach of vessels for the excepted pur-
poses should be regulated. The authority
of the Government agents on tire islands
should be enlarged, and the chief agent
should have tha powers of a committing
magistrate. The entrance of a vessel In-

to the territorial waters surrounding the
Islands with intent to take seals should

a criminal offense and causa of
forfeiture. Authority for selzuros In such
cases 'Should be given, and the presence
On' any such vessel of seals 'or sealskins,
or (he paraphernalia for taking them,
should be made prima facie evidence of
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In rase we are compelled to abandon
the hope of attains, arrangesnenta with
other toearammta to put an end to th
hideoiia rmelt Mow Incident to pelagic
aaaling. It will be a quest Ion for your
eerloua rwnaMs ration how far we should
continue to protect and maintain the aeal
herd on land with the result of continuing
Mch a practice, and whether it is not
better to end the practk by extermina-
ting the herd ouraelvea in the most hu-

mane way poaaibie.
KOONI) IIAUUK CONKKUiiNCU.

in my laat meaaaga 1 advised you that
the liinperur of ituasia had taken the
initiative in bringing about a second
peace conference at The Hague. 1,'mlor
the guidance of ituasia I be arrangement
of the preliminaries for such a confer-
ence has been progressing during the past
year. Progress has necessarily lcn slow,
owing to the great number of countries
to be consulted upon every question that
has arisen. It la a matter of satisfac-
tion that all of tlie American republics
have now, for the first time, been invited
to Join in the proitosed conference.

The close connections lietween the sub-

jects to be taken up by the Ited Cross
conference, held at Geneva Inst summer,
and the subjects which naturally would
come before The Hague conference, made
it apparent that it was desirable to lrave

the work of the lied Cross conference
completed and considered by the different
powers before the meeting of The Hague.
The Ued Cross Conference ended its la-

bors on the Oth day of July, and thu
revised and amended convention, which
was signed by the American delegates,
will be promptly laid before the senate.

By the special and highly appreciated
courtesy of the governments of Itussia
and the Netherlands, a proposal to call
The Hague Conference together at a time
which would coullict with the conference
of tire American republics at Bio de Ja-

neiro in August was laid aside. No oth-

er date has yet been suggested. A tenta-

tive programme for the couference has
leen propsed by the Government of Bus-si- s,

and the subjects which it enumerates
are undergoing careful examination and
consideration in preparation for the con-

ference.
PEACK AND BIGIITKOUSNKSS.
It must ever be kept in mind that war

is not merely Justifiable, but imperative,

uion honorable men, uion an honorable
nation, where peace can only be obtained
by the sacrifice of conscientious convic-

tion or of national welfare. Peace Js

normally a great good, and normally it
coincides with righteousness, but it is
righteousness nnd not peace which should

bind the conscience of n nation as it
should bind the conscience of an indivi-

dual ; and neither a nation nor un indivi-

dual can surrender conscience to unothcr's
keeping. Neither can a nation, which is

an entity, and which docs not die as in-

dividuals die, refrain from taking thought

for tiro interest of the generations that
are to ..onie, no less than for the interest
of the generation of to-d- ; and no pub-

lic men have a right, whether from
shortsightedness, from selfish indiffer-

ence or from sentimentally, to sacrifice

national interests which arc vital in char-

acter. A just war is in the long run far
better for a nation's soul than the most

piosperous peace obtained by acquiesc-

ence in wrong or injustice. Moreover,

though it is criminal for nation not to

prepare for war, so that it may escape

the dreadful consequences or being de-

feated in war, yet It must always bo rc
membercd that even to be defeated in
war may be far better than not to have

fought at all. As has been well and fine-

ly said, u beaten nation is not necossari-l- y

u disgraced nation; but the nation or

man is disgraced if the obligation to do-fe-

right ia shirked.
Wc should as u nation do everything

in our power' for the cause o honorable

peace. It is morally as indefensible for

a nation to commit a wrong upon another
nation, strong or weak, as for uu indivi-

dual thus to wrong his fellows. c

should do all in our power to hasten

the day when there shall' be peace uuioug

the nations n peace based upon justice

and not upon cowardly submission to
wrong. We can accomplish a good deal

in this direction, but we cannot accofu-plii- li

everything, and the penalty o at-

tempting to do too much would almost
inevitably be to do worse than nothing;
for it must bo remembered that fan-

tastic extremists (ire not in realty leadurs
of the causes which they espouse, but
are ordinarily thoso who do most to ham
per the real Ladora of the cause and to
damage the cause itself. As yet there Is

no likelihood of establishing any kind of
international power of whatever sort
which can effectively check wrongdoing,
and In these circumstances it would be
both a foolish and an evil thing for a
great and free nation to deprivo 'itself of
the power to protect Us own rights and
even in exceptional cases to stand up for
tha rights of others. Nothing would
more promote iniquity, nothing would
further defer the reign upon earth of
peace and rlghteousnoss, than for the
free and enlightened peoples which,
though with much stumbling and many
shortcomings, nevertheless strive toward
justice, deliberately to render themselves
powerless whilo leaving every despotism
and barbarism armed and able to work
their wicked will. The clrunco for the
settlement of disputes peacefully, by ar-

bitration, now depends mainly upon the
possession by the nations that mean to
do right of sufficient armed strength to
inako their purpose effective.

DISBKOAUD' 8MNTIMENT.
It may bo the highest duty of a judgo

at any given moment to disregard not
mccctly fcho wlshua of individuals of
great political or financial power, but

the overwhelming tide of awhile anil
meat ; and (he judge who dwea rhu n.
regard the public sentiment when it i

wrong who brushes aaltb tha plen "f
any eperlal interest when Uw pleading
la not founded on rightajoaHHMMB, p' t

forma the highest aervire to the rutin
try. Ruth a judge I dewrvlajg cf nil
honor, and all honor cannot bt paid to
thie wise and fearloxa lodge If we
mlt the growth of an ahean convent Inti
which would forbid any rrltMam of Hi"
Judge of another t,vie, who abowa him
self timid in the prow nee of arrogant
disorder or who on Insufficient groumN
granta an Injunction that ttoas grave in-

justice, or who in his rapacity of a n

struer and therefore in part maker of U-
nlaw, in flagrant fashion thwarts

of decent govirnment. 11m judge
baa a power over which no review ran It
exercised : he himself sita in review upon
the acts of both the exrcutlve ami legi
lative branches of tlie Government; save
in the most extraordinary cases he is
amenable only at the bnr of public opin-
ion, and It is unwise to maintain that
public opinion in reference to a iiiaii with
such power shall neither be expreat nor
led.

The bst judge lmve ever lieen fore
most to disclaim any immunity from cri-
ticism. This has Ik en true since the clnys
of the groat English Lord Chancellor
Parker, who said: "Iet all iieople be nt
lllierty to knowwlmt I found my judg-
ment upon ; that, so when I have given
it in any cnuw, otlrers may be nt lllierty
to judge of mo." The proprieties of the
case were set forth with singular clear-
ness and good teniier by Mr. Win. II.
Taft when n United Stnte Circuit Court
Judge eleven years ago, iir la!).".

QUOTES JUDGE TAFT.
"The opportunity frofly nnd publicly

to criticize judicial action is of vnatly
more importance to the Inidy politic than
the Immunity of courts nnd judges from
unjust aspersions nnd nttncK. Nothing
tends more to render judges careful in
their decisions nnd anxiously solicitous to
do exact justice Ihnn tho consciousness
that every act of theirs is to be sunjocted
to the intelligent scrutiny nnd candid cri-
ticism of their I'ellow-mcn- . Suclr criti-
cism is beneficial in proportion as it is
fair, dispassionate, (liscrinnmtinc and
based on a knowledge of sound legal prin-
ciples. The comments made by learned
text writers and by the ncuto editors of
the various law reviews upon judicial de-

cisions are therefore highly useful. Such
critics constitute more or less impartial
tribunals of professional opinion before
which each judgment is made to stand
or fall on its merits, nnd thus exert a
strong influence to secure uniformity of
decision. But criticism
also is by no means without its uses, even
if accompanied, as it often is, by a dircc-attac- k

upon the judicial fairness and mo-
tives of the occupants of the bcnclr; for
if the law is but tho essence of common
sense, the protest of many nverngc man
may evidence a defect in n judicial con-
clusion, tho based on tho nicest legal
reasoning nnd profounded learning. The
two important elements of moral charac-
ter in n judge nre nn earnest desire to
reach a just conclusion and courage to
enforce it. In so far ns fear of public
comment does not affect the courage of a
judge, but only spurs him on to search
his conscience nnd to reacli the result
which approves itself to his inmost heart,
such comment serves n useful purpose.
There nre few men, whether they nro
judges for life or for a shorter term, who
do not prefer to earn and hold the res-
pect of nil, and who cannot lie reached
and made to pause and deliberate by hos

A View Of

At n citizens mooting hold at the.
Columbia Theatre In Washington
lately, resolutions wero adopted pro-
testing against the action of the
Freonch Govurnmunt under the

separation net. It was u meet-
ing at which there wore both protest-ti- nt

nnd Catholic speakers. Among tho
Catholic Speakers wero was Itev.
John M. Van Sohuick, pastor of the
Univcrsalist church of Our Father.
In ills address ho said:

"1'ou havo come and I have come
because our hearts are stirred within
us, because wo love justice und fair
play, because Wo are impelled to de-

clare our conviction, express our
sympathy and reuch out our hands to
help.

"1 urn a Protestant. I was born n
Protestant. 1 mu proud of tho Prot-cstu- nt

traditions of my fathers, and
happy in my work ns a minister of
tlie Protestant Church, but I want to
say fnlrly'und squuroly that Protest-
antism will miss u high and noble op-

portunity if it does not rise with in-

dignation and power and protest
against the wrong done the Catholics
of France,

"Men of every creed and sect ought
to get together upon an occasion like
this. It's not the question as to
whether we like tho Catholics or tho
Catholics like us, I am glud that I
do. I am glad that I udmlre and
respect men liko Father Stafford,
Archbishop Ireland and Cardinal
Gibbons. I am glud that I have Cath-
olic friends us dear to mo as Protest
nut, but if 1 did not it would bo ex-

actly tho same so fur as tlie issue be-

fore us Is concerned. It's u
plain question of right and wrong. I
am glad to stand tip and be counted
on what I believe is tho right side."
DB. STAFFOUD'S KINGING SPEECH

Bev. Dr. D. J. Stafford, pastor of
St. Patrick's Church, In the courso of
an uddrcss, Raid:

"Tho action of tho Froncli Govern-
ment lias shocked the moral sense of
every rlghfeous man In tho civilized
world. Nowhere is the Bhock more
keaily felt than in tho United States,
nnd it is folt not only by Catholic,
but by ns well, for hero

tile nubile rrlllsm. In tm case of judges
Imvlng a life tentnrr, Indeed, their very
Independence makes the right freely to
mmmettt on their decisions or greater

because It la the only practical
nnd available tnatrntnent In the bands of
a frut people to keep audi judges allvt
to the reasonable demands of those tliey
serve. ,

SAFETY IS i .tITKHHM.
''On the other hand the danger of

destroying the proper Influence of Ju-
dicial derlaiona by mating mi founded
prejudices against (lib courte Justifies and
requires that unjust attacks ahwll be met
nnd answered. Court must ultimately
rent their defenae tiimn the iiiWtent
strength of tlie opinion they deliver as
the ground for their conclusion and mual
trust to the cnlin and ilelllierHte judg-
ment of nil the jieople aa their best vin-

dication."
THert is one consideration which

should taken into account by tlie
good lHxtple win) carry a sound proiio-sttlo- u

to an excess in objecting to any
criticism of a judge's decision. The In-

stinct of tlie American people as n wlrole
is sound in this matter. They will not
subscribe to the doctrine that any public
servant is to lie above nil criticism, if
the best citizens, those most competent
to express their judgment in such mat-

ters, nnd above all those belonging lo
tho great and honorable profession of tho
bar, so profoundly Influential in Amori-cn- u

life, take tlie position that there
shall be no criticism of a judge under
any circumstances, tlroir view will not be
nccopted by tlie American people ns a
whole. In such event tho people will
turn to, and tend to accept as justifia-
ble, tho intemperate and improper cri-

ticism uttered by unworthy ngitntors
Surely it is n misfortune to leave to
such critics n function, right in itself,
which they nro certain to abuse. Just
and temperate criticism, when necessary,
is a safeguard against the acceptance by
tlie people as a whole of that intemper-
ate antagonism toward the judiciary
which must bo combated by every right-thinki-

man, and which, if it became
widespread among the people nt large,
would constituto a dire incnnc to the re-

public.
PANAMA TBI P.

I hnvc just returned from n trip to
Panama and shnll report to you at
length later on the whole subject of tho
Pauama canal.

THE ALGECIBAS CONVENTION.
The Algeciras convention, which was

signed by the United States as well as
by most of the powers of Europe, su-

persedes the previous convention of 1880,
which was also signed both by the United
States and a majority of the European
powers. This treaty confers upon us
equal commercial rights with all Euro-cpa- n

countries and docs not entail n
single obligation of any kind upon us,
and I carnectly hopo it may be speedily
ratified. To refuse to ratify it would
merely mean that wo forfeited our com-

mercial rights in Morocco and would not
achieve another object of any kind. In
tho event of such refusal wo would bo
left for the first time in 120 years with-
out any commercial treaty with Morocco
and this nt a time when we nro every-
where seeking new markets and outlets
for trade.

The French'

we hav0 liberty in Its true sense .both
civil and religious, and we are, there
fore, able the bettor to judge and the
more heartily to condemn the tyranny
una persecution of the
1 rench Bepublic.

"In principle nnd in fact today the
situation in Franco is the s'ame as tlie
situtatlon nt the time of the French
devolution. It is again a question of
loreing n civil constitution upon the
clergy, ol having constitutional Bish
ops, of making tlie State omnipotent,
of taking not only civil administration,
but also dogma and spiritual supe
riors from tho Government; of utterly
changing and destroying tli consttu
tion of tho Catholic Church. And if
this be not done or accepted by the
Pope und the Catholics we will take
your property awuy, abolish your
worship, says the chief hlghwaymun,
Clumeuccau, and Brlund, tlie brigand,
and wo will cull this separation. The
Pope and the Catholics would be very
simple to be deceived by such a pro
ceeding. There is only one step more
to .make the parallel between the pres-
ent and the French devolution com'
plete, and thut is to gather the Bish'
ops and priests together on some in-

nocent pretext nnd shoot them down
in cold blood. And these worthy sons
of their Jacobin sires nro capable of
that.

THANKS GOD FOB AMERICAN
"The French' Press Association de

serves the prize offered by some Eng-
lishman for the finest oxuinple of
lying by telegraph as n fine art. They
continue to call this proceeding separ-
ation and to compare it to tho Amur-icn- u

condition. It is as different as
the poles of the imagination. In
Aniorlca separation means most per
fect liberty, for which I daily thnnl;
God; in Franco it means slavery.
Look at tho invontory proceedings!
Imagine, if you can, tho Congress of
tho United States, backed by the

sending a committee with
ti "troop of soldiers to break in tho
doors of my church nnd coupt the
number of my church vestmonts, my
church possessions. Why, wo would
think we had gone mad. The French
Government 1ms gone mad. There is

Separation Policy

not a Pathol In tha wnrM whn
would not have wrlifrmeri aenaratlmi
In Kranee. llm ( athnlle In rmice
naturally olijeet lo being plundered
and mblHHl and htebett out of their
own country, and that by a majority
which dtwa not repreeenl I he Frem--
people, and whoa action ia made poa-lhl- e

by the fact that, while franc
I a republic In name. It I a more
crntrallr.eil Government than llnaala.

"And let no one who believe In
mlalahe the ltie. It la a war

against .lean Christ and aawlnat (he
Idea of God, and If they pan dlapoae
of tlie Catholic Church today they
will make abort work of l'roteatant
lain and Jndalatit tomorrow. They
will never atop.

IT 18 WAIt AOAIXRT 1UCI.I010X.
"Every prleat anil every Sister In

France I n reproach to that mad
carnival of vice which the French
Itt'publlo la foatetinir. Therefore,
t lemeneeati, Brland, Conilie and
their like do not see the ptibllo Im-

morality that Haunt Itself upon the
street of Parts; they must end sol-

dier lo drive out some HO.OOO women
who are tenching French Klrl to 1h
pure. Tljey do' not aec the vile II-- 1

ut rated lwiicr or the impure liter
ature that Is corrupting the Continent
of Europe. They ititiat insult Jesus
Christ, nnd III religion.
POINTS TO FBENCII AMBASSADOR

"And in the meantime, if Mr. Jub- -

sorand lakes note of this meeting nnd
reports It to his Government, 1 hope
he will not forget to tell them thnt
decent nnd free Americans despise
religious persecution and that they
have no word to oxpress their con-
tempt for this Government as repre-
sented by Cleinencenu, Brland,
Combes and their ilk. Let them re-
member also thnt tlie mob who shot
down the priests in the French devo
lution also beheaded the ding nnd
finally sent many n blatant dema
gogue to the guillotine, nnd notice.
too, that when the Ttnlian Government
sent troops to protect the Vatican
they did not forget also to surround
tho King's palace. There is food for
thought here."
LKTTEIi FdOM HON A. LEO KNOTT

Hon. A. Leo Knott, of Baltimore,
who had been invited to address the

THAN

Oahu Railway

meeting, vraa nnahta ia In present,
but wnd n letter frwea Atlantlr City,
which wa read by Chairman Haiti-gan- ,

In the course of bla letter Mr.
Knot I said:

"Our countrymen are being misled
and deceived by the clamoraua but
false pretense of thea sons of Vol
(aire, these poll) nil descendant of
Marat and Hobrapierre, ami of the
terrolat of the old devolution. It I

not the epnrnttnn of the Church nnd
Ntate, a falsely claim, that I

their purHise. It la tha subjugation
of the Cliurrh and the conflacHtlon
and plunder of II prtierty and the
proH'tty of Ha religious nnd chnrltii-bl- e

Institution which they are seek-

ing. That purpose Is, it possible, to
France nnd to turn

that nation, which owes it creation
nnd existence to the Catholic Church,
over Hgniri to the nlintnlnntlons of the
worship of the goddeaa of reason in
the person of some vile
sacrilegiously enthroned tho dese-

crated Catholic nltnrs. The Chris-
tian people of our country ought to
be made to see the real meaning nnd
purpose of these mlserennts, who now
hold France by the throt, ns their
political and n ancestors
once held it (luring the reign of terror.
Thnt the peopje of this country will
do so In time I feel quite sure.
"I have too much confidence in tho

solid Christian sentiments, the love of
right and justice of our countrymen
to believe they will, to any extent,
give their countenance, sympathy nnd
moral support to the authors of these
nefarious proceedings when they
come to understnnd nnd roalizo their
object nnd purpose. It iv part of
a general propaganda of atheism
and fidelity, nnd if successful in
France, that propaganda will bo in-

augurated in other countries of 15u-rop- e.

THE VATICAN THBEATENED.
"The recent attempt of a doman

mob to break into the Vatican and
insult and outrage the Holy Father
if not. to usslssinato him a signif-
icant incident, nnd points fatally to
what will be the inevitable outcome
of the sucess of the propagandists
of irrellgion now ruling in France.
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